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AWARD PROGRAM

Welcome 
Jonathan Whitworth

Recognition of Board of Directors and
Sustaining Members 

Jonathan Whitworth

Spudwoman of the Year Award – Alicia Pavelski 
Melinda Waldrop

2024 Outstanding Paper Awards 
Samuel Essah, AJPR Editor-in-Chief

Frank L. Haynes Graduate Student 
Research Competition Awards 

Munevver Dogramaci

Recognition of Past and New 
Honorary Life Members 

Dennis Halterman

Recognition of 2025 Hosts 
Jonathan Whitworth

Passing of the Presidential Gavel 
Jonathan Whitworth

President Remarks 
Benita Matheson

Invitation to PAA 2026 Annual Meeting 
Jeff Miller
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HONORARY LIFE MEMBER

Kent earned his B.A. in biology from Harvard College in 1981 and then joined the ARCO 
Plant Cell Research Institute in Dublin CA as a Natural Products consultant. In 1988 
he completed his McKnight Foundation supported Ph.D. at UC Davis studying biotic 
and abiotic stress in Parsley cell cultures and joined the Plant Research Laboratory at 
Michigan State University, to research salt tolerance in sugar beet. In 1991 he returned 
to California to work on heavy metal tolerance in fission yeast at the USDA/UC Berkeley 
Plant Gene Expression Center.

 In 1995, Kent joined the ARS at the Western Regional Research Center in Albany, 
California, where his research focused on gene cloning and stress response of starch 
biosynthetic enzymes in wheat. In 1998, he became a permanent Research Geneticist 
in the Crop Improvement and Utilization (now Crop Improvement and Genetics) 
Research Unit in Albany to identify genes and manipulate the steroidal glycoalkaloid 
pathway in potatoes. Kent continues to work on genetic engineering strategies and 
mechanisms of disease tolerance in potatoes and other crops.

Kent joined the PAA in 1999 and attended his first meeting in Toronto in 2002. He was 
elected Director of the Physiology Section in 2004 and finished as Chair of the section 
in 2009. He was then elected a Director of the Executive committee in 2011 and 
again in 2015. After an unsuccessful bid for President, he was elected to the President 
succession in 2017 serving as President in 2020. He has served on numerous PAA 
committees and continues to participate in the Finance and Endowment committees. 
Since 2015 he has served as Senior Editor (Physiology) for the American Journal of 
Potato Research.

HONORARY LIFE MEMBER

Although he grew up in a potato family – his father Hielke was a potato breeder 
with Ag Canada in Fredericton NB – Walter didn’t intend to become a potato 
scientist himself. It was only midway through graduate studies at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, when he was having so much fun checking on the potatoes in 
his garden, that he realized working with potatoes might make a good career. A 
postdoctoral stint at the Sainsbury Laboratory in England in the mid-1990s facilitated 
his transition from virology to potato molecular genetics. Four years as a research 
scientist at the Scottish Crop Research Institute provided further exposure to the 
wonders of potato genetics and its interface with applied potato breeding. When 
a position as a potato breeder/geneticist came up at Cornell University, Walter 
immediately knew this was his dream job, and he has worked there since 2000.

In the lab, Walter is most proud of his team’s work to identify the genes responsible for 
red and purple tuber skin (D, R and P). His breeding program has released many potato 
cultivars, building on outstanding germplasm developed by predecessor Robert Plaist-
ed, including Lamoka (currently the most widely grown chipping variety in the US), 
Waneta, Lady Liberty, Bliss, Lehigh, and his personal favorite, Upstate Abundance 
(golf-ball-sized tablestock). While a relative latecomer to potato science on this side 
of the Atlantic, Walter wasn’t at all surprised by just how supportive, collaborative 
and downright fun in the North American potato research community is, because in 
his youth he’d seen so many examples of these traits in visiting scientists that his dad 
invited home for dinner.

Walter De Jong Kevin McCue
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HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
2024  Eugenia Banks
2024  Paul Bethke
2024  Jonathan Whitworth
2023  John Bamberg
2023  Andrew Jensen
2023  Loretta Mikitzel
2023  Rich Novy
2023  Carl Rosen
2022  Russell E. Ingham
2022  Gregory Porter
2022  Kenneth Rykbost
2022  Michael Thornton
2021  William H. Bohl
2021  David Douches 
2021  Steven B. Johnson 
2021  Robert K. Thornton 
2020  Shelley Jansky 
2020  John Keeling 
2020  Jeff Stark 
2020  Richard Veilleux 
2019  Kathleen Haynes 
2019  John Nordgaard 
2019  Nora Olsen
2019  Peter Vander Zaag 
2018  Robert W. Hoopes 
2018  Norman Richard Knowles
2018  Steve Love 
2018  Leigh Morrow 
2017 Robert D. Davidson 
2017  Allan French 
2017  Jeffrey C. Suttle 
2016  William L. Campbell 
2016  Warren A. Henninger
2016  Edward C. Lulai 
2016  Willem W.M. Schrage 
2015  Neil C. Gudmestad 
2015  Donald Halseth 
2015  Alexander Pavlista 
2015  Gary Secor
2014  Charles R. Brown
2014  Phillip Nolte 
2014  Samuel J. Thornton 
2014  James F. Zalewski 
2013  Robert H. Coffin 
2013  Joseph F. Guenthner
2012  Philip B. Hamm 

2012  David H. Lambert
2012  Jiwan P. Palta 
2011  Gregg Halverson 
2011  Larry K. Hiller
2010  Danny C. Hane 
2010  David G. Holm 
2010  Steven R. James 
2010  Jeffrey A. Wyman 
2009  Dennis A. Johnson 
2009  Rudra Singh 
2009  T. Richard Tarn 
2008  Keith A. Kelling 
2008  Susan B. “Rikki” Sterrett
2007  John P. Helgeson 
2007  Gale E. Kleinkopf 
2007  Walter R. Stevenson 
2006  Melvin R. Henninger 
2006  Melvin E. Martin 
2006  Harold “Bud” Platt 
2006  Joe Sowokinos 
2005  Larry K. Binning 
2005  George C.C. Tai 
2004  Oscar A. Gutbrod 
2004  Mary L. Powelson
2004  Alvin R. Mosley 
2003 Julian Creighton Miller, Jr.
2003  Dennis L. Corsini 
2003  D. Pete Weingartner 
2002  Franklin R. Fronek
2002  Alvin R. Reeves
2001 William R. Cotton
2001  Steven A. Slack 
2001  Hielke “Henry” De Jong
2001  Alberto Salas
2000  Joseph B. Sieczka 
2000  Frank L. Haynes, Jr. 
2000  Duane A. Preston
2000  Ronald E. Voss 
1999  Bill B. Brodie
1999  Kenneth G. Proudfoot
1999  Lind L. Sanford 
1998  Bryce L. Farnsworth
1998  Douglas J. Johansen
1998  Ronald D. Offutt
1997  Donald G. Anderson
1997  Dale R. Hensel

1997  Edwin S. Plissey
1997  Masa Tsukamoto
1996  Don Kichefski
1996  Miles Willard 
1995  David Curwen
1995  Lawrence A. Thibodeau
1994  Florian Lauer 
1994  Robert L. Mercer
1994  Robert L. Sanders 
1993  Jim Davis
1993  Robert W. Goth
1993  Paul H. Orr
1993  Dennis Zeloski 
1992  Henri Gemereux 
1992  Kenneth W. Knutson 
1992  G. Wallace McCain
1992  Harrison McCain
1991  James E. Bryan
1991  Joseph J. Pavek
1991  Eugene C. Wittmeyer
1991  Donald A. Young
1990  Elmer E. Ewing 
1990  Bertrand Forest
1990  Wilbur A. Gould
1990  Robert B. O’Keefe
1989  Richard W. Chase
1989  Monty D. Harrison 
1989  John G. Hawkes
1989  Gene Shaver
1988  Arthur Kelman 
1988  Robert E. Thornton
1987  Willy M. lritani
1987  Donald C. Nelson
1987  Carlos Ochoa
1986  William R. Corrin 
1986  Myron ‘Mike’ D Groskopp
1986  Edward D. Jones
1986  Stanley J. Peloquin 
1985  Nelson Estrada Ramos
1985  Jimmy S. Gregory
1985  Joe L. Harrington 
1985  John A. Schoenemann
1984  Ray H. Carter
1984  Thomas Houghton, Jr. 
1984  Hugh J. Murphy
1984  Robert L. Plaisted 

1983  Nell Mondy
1983  Henry Uihlein II
1983  Felix M. Zeloski
1982  Robert H. Johansen
1982  Edward F. Johnston 
1981  J. Ewen Campbell
1981  Charles Cunningham
1981  Jay G. Garner 
1981  N. S. “Bud” Wright
1980  Thomas H. Hankins
1980  “Gary” Richard Johnston
1980  Warren Trank 
1980  Raymon E. Webb
1979  Paul N. Mosher
1979  L. W. Nielsen 
1979 James 0. Watts
1978  Rodney Hastings
1978  Floyd Lower
1978  Earl F. Spencer
1976  Richard L. Sawyer
1976  Mary V. Zaehringer
1975  James Munro 
1975  Geddes W. Simpson
1974  Frank Garrett
1974  Elizabeth Murphy
1973  Richard E. Goodin 
1973 Robert E. Nylund
1972  James Kraus
1972  John R. Simplot
1971  Arden Burbidge
1971  Robert Kunkel
1971  Wilfred R. Mills
1971  Robert Treadway
1970  Frank Clark
1970  Elmer Pifer
1970  Orin Turnquist
1970  George Woodbury 
1969 Miles Brown
1969 Paul Eastman
1969  Donald Merriam
1969  Walter Sparks
1968  Arthur Hawkins
1968  William Hoyman 
1968  William Hooker
1968  Melvin Rominski
1967  Robert Akeley
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2025 Jonathan Whitworth
2024 Dennis Halterman
2023 Jeff Miller
2022 Helen Tai
2021 Mark J. Pavek
2020 Kent F. McCue
2019 Rich Novy
2018 Shelley Jansky
2017 Mike Thornton
2016 Loretta Mikitzel
2015 Andy Jensen
2014 Nora Olsen
2013 Leigh Morrow
2012 William “Bill” Campbell
2011 Donald Halseth
2010 Phillip Nolte
2009 Charles R. Brown
2008 Alexander Pavlista
2007 Sam Thornton
2006 Larry Hiller
2005 Rob Davidson
2004 Greg Porter
2003 Harold W. “Bud” Platt
2002 Joe Guenthner
2001 Oscar Gutbrod
2000 Stephen L. Love
1999 J Creighton Miller Jr
1998 Melvin Henniger
1997 D. Pete Weingartner
1996 Duane Preston
1995 Dennis L. Corsini
1994 T. Richard Tarn
1993 Joseph Sieczka
1992 Alvin J. Mosley
1991 Florian Lauer
1990 Ronald E. Voss
1989 Steven A. Slack
1988 Joseph J. Pavek

PAST PRESIDENTS
1967  Carl Eide
1967  Robert Hougas 
1967  Harry Umphrey 
1966  Theodore Dykstra 
1966 Lawrence Schaal
1966  Lyman Wright 
1966  Lewis Young
1965  Claude Botkin 
1965  Martin Cardenas
1965  John Niederhauser
1964  Henry M. Darling 
1964  Cecil W. Frutchey
1964  Frank. L. Westfall
1963  Geoffrey V. Houghland
1963  Wesley F. Porter
1963 Nathaniel A. Talmage
1962  John C. Campbell
1962  Arthur H. Eddins
1962  James D. Swan
1961  Sam Kennedy
1961 Julian C. Miller
1961  Gustav H. Reiman
1960  Russell H. Larson
1960  Ben Picha
1960  Ora Smith
1959  George Cockerham
1959  Donald J. MacLeod
1959  Norman M. Parks
1958  John Bushnell
1958  Frank W. Hussey 

1958  Ernest J. Wheeler
1957  William Black
1957  Reiner Bonde
1957  Frederick J. Neyer
1956  Kris P. Bemis 
1956  C. L. Fitch
1956  James C. Milward
1956  Ted Still
1955  Wilbur C. Edmundson
1955  Karl H. Fernow
1955  Albert E. Mercker
1955  James W. Scannell
1954  Donald Folsom
1954  Henry C. Moore
1954  A. J. Tolaas
1954  Harvey 0. Werner
1953  John S. Bacon
1953  Frank A. Krantz
1953  E. “Dick” L. Newdick 
1953  Stanley G. Peppin
1952  Harold J. Evans
1952  Frederick J. Stevenson
1951  William H. Martin
1951  John Tucker
1950  Earle V. Hardenburg
1950  Andrew Robbie 
1949  Eugene S. Schultz
1949  Donald Reddick
1947  Clark F. Clark
1947  William Stuart

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
1987 Donald A. Young
1986 Elmer E. Ewing
1985 Willy M. Iritani
1984 Edward D. Jones
1983 Hugh J. Murphy
1982 Robert E. Thornton
1981 Robert B. O’Keefe
1980 D.C. Nelson
1979 Richard W. Chase
1978 N. S. “Bud” Wright
1977 J. A. Schoenemann
1976 Robert L. Mercer
1975 Robert H. Treadway
1974 Robert Kunkel
1973 Paul N. Mosher
1972 Robert L. Plaisted
1971 Robert Johansen
1970 James Munro
1969 Donald Islieb
1968 C. E. Cunningham
1967 Henry M. Darling
1966 R. L. Sawyer
1965 Walter C Sparks
1964 W. G. Hoyman
1963 L.C. Young
1962 R. V. Akeley
1961 O. C. Turnquist
1960 P. J. Peastman
1959 W. J. Hooker
1958 N. M. Parks
1957 R.W. Hougas
1956 Cecil Frutchey
1955 Arthur Hawkins
1954 J. W. Scannell
1953 J. H. Muncie
1952 G. H. Reiman
1951 Reiner Bonde
1950 H. A. Riley

1949 O. D. Burke
1948 E. L. Newdick
1947 Marx Kohnke
1946 E. B. Tussing
1945 E. B. Tussing
1944 F.J.  Stevenson
1943 F. J. Stevenson
1942 F. J. Stevenson
1941 F. M. Blodget
1940 C.H. Metzger
1939 Ora Smith
1938 F. A. Krantz
1937 Fred H. Bateman
1936 Julian C. Miller
1935 John R. Tucker
1934 John R. Tucker
1933 J. R. Livermore
1932 J. R. Livermore
1931 John S. Gardner
1930 John Bushnell
1929 F. M. Harrington
1928 F. M. Harrington
1927 H.C. Moore
1926 Daniel Dean
1925 H.O. Werner
1924 A. G. Tolass
1923 W. A. Martin
1922 J.G. Milward
1921 E.V. Hardenburg
1920 C. W. Wald
1919 William Stuart
1918 Lou D. Sweet
1917 Lou D. Sweet
1916 Lou D. Sweet
1915 W. A. Martin
1914 W. A. Martin
1913 W. A. Martin
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

PLATINUM

GOLD

CRYSTAL

BRONZE

SUPPORTER

SILVER

1,4 Group
Gowan USA

Teleos Ag Solutions

BioSafe Systems
Cavendish Farms

Cellar Insights
Europlant America

Insight FS
JW Mattek & Sons Inc.

Techmark Inc.
Wenta Nip and Sanitizing

Wyma Solutions

Aardevo North America
BASF

Black Gold Farms
Koppert

Nelson’s Vegetable Storage Systems
Springer



Potato Association of America
110th Annual Meeting

July 26–30, 2026


