
Executive Committee Teleconference Minutes 

November 18, 2014 Conference Call 

 

 The regular monthly conference call of the PAA Executive Committee (EC) was called to 

order by the president, Andy Jensen, at 11:07 a.m. MT on November 18, 2014.  A quorum of 

officers was present.  The following persons participated in the call:  A. Jensen, L. Mikitzel, M. 

Thornton, C. Wohleb, L. Hiller, R. Novy, A. Charkowski, A. Thompson, A. Pavlista, L. Wing, 

A. Momotaz, A. Robinson, A. Houser, and R. Spear. 

 

MOTION moved by L. Hiller, seconded by A. Thompson and unanimously passed to approve 

the meeting agenda.   

 

MOTION moved by L. Hiller, seconded by A. Thompson, and unanimously passed to approve 

the minutes of the New Executive Committee Meeting of July 31, 2014 and the EC Conference 

Call of October 16, 2014. 

 

1. Officer and Committee Updates: 

a. President – President Jensen sent a pdf with materials needed for today’s meeting to 

EC members via email.  He is currently working on the policies and procedures 

manual.  He is also working on an article for Spudman Magazine. 

 

b. Administrator – Lori Wing reported that all invoices for membership renewals are 

out.  Many are using PayPal and they are not having too many problems.  PayPal and 

Wild Apricot are not communicating the way they are supposed to.  PayPal is 

supposed to immediately contact Wild Apricot to update information about who has 

paid.  She has access to PayPal and can see who has paid, but it is something that 

needs to be fixed.  Lori will talk to Leigh Morrow about it.   

 

c. Treasurer – Larry Hiller sent an update on the budget status via email on November 

16.  He wanted to clarify that the entry under F 4. for the LAC 2014 start-up loan 

shows an income of $3,110.00.  The $110.00 is a credit card fee that PayPal charged 

for a donation sent through Lori as a credit card payment.  Larry discussed this with 

Mark Pavek, who agreed that the payment should be the responsibility of the LAC 

rather than PAA.  The LAC paid for the fee using remaining funds.  This may be an 

argument for hiring a central conference service organization, because sometimes the 

LAC’s have difficulty setting up bank accounts and doing their financing separate 

from the PAA.  Larry also sent a list of PayPal transactions to the EC via email.  

These include membership payments, manuscript payments, and some live and silent 

auction payments.     

 



   

d. International Relations – President Jensen reported that Chuck Brown has continued 

to work to find a guest from the International Potato Center, and someone is being 

lined up.      

 

e. Endowment Committee – President Jensen contacted some of the U.S. potato 

organizations about the challenge to raise funds for the PAA Endowment.  So far, five 

checks have come in from these organizations and a few more are promised.  M. 

Thornton suggested an update be included in the next Insider to indicate where we are 

with our goal. 

 

2. Old Business: 

a. Potato Expo 2014: Posters, Premium, and Display – L. Mikitzel reported that we 

ended up with a total of 20 abstracts, which will fill the entire space allotted by the 

NPC at the Potato Expo.  The abstracts have been posted on the Potato Expo website.  

L. Mikitzel has been looking into the banner.  Post-Up Stand is a company that makes 

and designs these banners.  The cost would be $250.00 no tax.  It can ship within a 

week of ordering.  A. Thompson reported purchasing these last year and finds them 

very easy to use and attractive, high quality.  R. Novy suggested including the date of 

establishment (1913) on the banner.  L. Hiller suggested that rather than stating “100 

Years 1913-2013” it should read that it was “Founded in 1913”.  There was 

discussion about getting some good photo options for the banner.  It was suggested 

that Tamis Hoolihan would have some very good images.  

 

The EC members on the call agreed that L. Mikitzel and L. Wing can make the final 

decision about which give-away item to purchase.  Many people liked the magnetic 

note pad or microfiber cleaning cloth.  The target should be 400-500 items.    

 

There was some discussion about whether or not to pay for internet access at the 

Expo (for $700), and for power.  A. Charkowski suggested using a slide show that has 

screen grabs of the website, rather than having access to the internet to show off the 

website.  While everyone liked the idea, it was decided that getting a monitor to the 

facility would be too difficult and renting a monitor would cost more than it was 

worth.  It was decided that internet access and power would not be needed.      

 

b. Symposium 2015 Update – R. Spear said that most of the speakers have been 

confirmed. The committee members have been communicating frequently and have 

updated A. Jensen on progress.   

   



c. Vision statement – L. Mikitzel provided revisions to the PAA vision statement via 

email on November 17.  President Jensen suggested that we strike the section under 

C. “Provide the premier Internet-based resource of information on all aspects of 

potato production” since this is no longer a goal and our new website has not been 

designed with that in mind.  He also recommended that the statements under the same 

section that mention the need to improve the AJPR, should be removed or changed.  

The AJPR has been improved since the statement was written.  M. Thornton 

suggested that it reads more like a strategic plan than a vision statement.   A. Jensen 

suggested something briefer and more to the point would be more suitable for the 

website.  L. Mikitzel said she would put together another revision to the vision 

statement. 

 

d. Policies and Procedures Manual – President Jensen has not made much progress on 

the Policies and Procedures Manual, but it will continue to be a part of the agenda 

because he intends to make progress in this area. 

 

e. Treasurer appointment for new term – President Jensen asked L. Hiller if he was 

willing to continue as Treasurer for another term.  He is willing. 

 

MOTION  moved by Mike Thornton, seconded by Amy Charkowski, and unanimously passed 

to appoint Larry Hiller for another two-year term as PAA Treasurer.   

 

f. Section mentors –  Amy Charkowski will mentor the Certification Section, and R. 

Novy will mentor the Plant Protection Section.     

 

g. Transaction fees on LAC gifts –  This item was covered in the Treasurer’s report.   

 

3. New Business: 

a. PAA North American representative to EAPR -  Willie Kirk was filling the role of 

PAA representative to EAPR, but he is stepping down.  Nora Olsen has been looking 

into exactly what this role is and who should fill it.  There will be discussions of this 

at future meetings. 

 

The next PAA EC Teleconference will be February 25, 2015.  A meeting is also 

tentatively scheduled for March 31, 2015. 

 

MOTION moved by L. Hiller and seconded by A. Pavlista and unanimously passed to adjourn 

the meeting at 12:24 p.m. MT. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carrie Wohleb, PAA Secretary 


