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1. The first meeting of the new PAA Executive Committee (EC) was called to order at 4:16 pm by 
 President Nora Olsen on Thursday, August 1, 2013 in Québec City, Québec, Canada. A  quorum of 
 officers was present. 
 
2. President Olsen wishes to tap into the enthusiasm and willingness of members to become involved 
 with PAA and to make the many PAA committees functional. She believes more  communication is 

 needed with the committee and Section Chairs about their responsibilities and duties. Kent McCue 
 said snippets of our Constitution and Bylaws could be printed in the PAA Insider, such as duties of 
 Section Chairs, that would keep members informed with a short note that is easily read. 
 
3. The EC agreed to keep the same schedule for monthly conference calls for the coming year. Past 
 President Leigh Morrow suggested looking into procuring a conference call service using a toll-free 
 number so each EC member is not responsible for long distance telephone charges. 
 
MOTION moved, seconded and unanimously passed to continue with Washington State University as the 
host for the PAA Executive Committee listserv. 
 
4. Past President Morrow offered three items for future consideration by the EC. The first was how to 
 increase participation by Canadian PAA members at annual meetings held in the USA.  Ed Lulai, who 

 noticed many Canadians at this meeting, approached him with this request. How can PAA encourage 
 Canadian members to come to USA meetings, especially those held in states close to the Canadian 
 border. 
 
5. The second item from Past President Morrow was that a game plan is needed to replace the 
 Secretary. President Olsen said Carrie Wohleb is willing to be the new Secretary but her decision is 

 not final yet. If a Secretary is not in place by the first conference call, President  Olsen can appoint 
 one. Larry Hiller reminded the group that the Secretary appointment must be agreed upon by the 
 membership. 
 
6. The third item was Colorado LAC 2012 $4,200 donation for graduate student air travel to PAA 
 meetings. Larry Hiller said the money will be placed in a bank account and not be used until 

 Colorado LAC 2012 decides how the money will be distributed. The Finance Committee suggested the 
 Colorado LAC 2012 prepare a concrete proposal for determining how the money is awarded that does 
 not put an undue burden on the Frank L Haynes Graduate Student Research Competition Award 
 Committee. President Olsen will contact Rob Davidson about a proposal. 
 
7. President Olsen mentioned that George Tai approached her about PAA becoming involved in the 
 World Potato Congress July 28-30, 2015 in China. No specific suggestions were offered. President 
 Olsen said this might be a good activity for the Vision Implementation Committee. Larry Hiller, 
 Washington LAC 2014 representative, requested the $3,000 LAC start-up loan.  Alexander Pavlista 
 indicated that item is already represented in the budget. 
 
MOTION moved, seconded and passed to approve the $3,000 start-up loan for Washington LAC 2014 and 
Washington LAC 2014 to open an account at the Columbia Bank, Pullman, WA to accept donations for the 
2014 PAA Annual Meeting. 
 
MOTION moved, seconded and passed to adjourn the first meeting of the new PAA Executive Committee 
at 4:38 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Loretta Mikitzel, PAA Secretary 
 


